The effects of crowding on adults of Echinostoma revolutum (Digenea: Echinostomatidae) in experimentally infected golden hamsters, Mesocricetus auratus.
All 30 female golden hamsters, Mesocricetus auratus, fed either 125 +/- 50 (group A), 300 +/- 50 (group B), or 500 +/- 50 (group C) metacercarial cysts of Echinostoma revolutum were infected 7-35 days postexposure. The mean number of worms in A, B, and C were 62, 96, and 212, respectively. Most of the worms in A were in the jejunum, but in C worms were about equally distributed in the duodenum, jejunum, and ileum, and some were in the cecum. The body area and wet and dry weights of worms from C were significantly less than that of A or B at 2, 4, and 5 wk postinfection. Echinostoma revolutum eggs were in the feces of 100% of the hamsters by days 12, 13, and 14 in A, B, and C, respectively.